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Our Vision

In God's likeness;, we
we say and do
through love, respect;

pSTLEY 0

R

N

An efficient and neat handwriting style enables children to write with confidence
and creativity. This ensures that pupils craft every piece of work carefully and
produce work at every age group of which they can be proud. An effective
handwriting style also enables pupils to concentrate on learning making the
most of every lesson. Our school ethos of no excuses means that we set high
standards for handwriting and offer learning opportunities which enable children
achieve these expectations. Our focus on resilience means that we encourage
children to persevere even when attaining a neat handwriting style ts difficult

and celebrate with them when theg achieve this.
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The importance of hander’ang

Fluent, well-formed and efficient handwriting enables children to increase the
speed of their writing and helps them to communicate their meaning effectively.
With focus on the development of handwriting throughout the primary years,
children will develop embedded skills relieving them of the concentration and
pressure that would otherwise be reqqued to write neatly. Efficient handwriting
develops children’s writing stamina and allows them to focus on the quaLLtg of
their content. Good handwriting demonstrates pride as well as an awareness of
audience. Handwrt’cmg suppor’cs all areas of the curriculum. Conftdence tn one
style of handwriting will then lead to greater creativity when older: this will

even’cuaug lead to Lndependence.

Handwrt’ctng the As’c[eg way

To support the deveLopmenJc of handwrt’cmg, all children from Year One will use

lined books with a mid-Lline guLde to support correct formaﬂon of letters.
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Children will use the letter stg[e from the Letter Join scheme, LnL’cLaLLH Learnmg

how to print the letters from Recep’cton. Once mastered, children will learn how
to joln letters together using lead in and out strokes aLong with the Loops seen

above. We foLLow this practice because the panJced letter is closer to the letter
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children will see in books and so aids readmg; the joLned forma’cton aids ﬂow

and efchLencg.

Consistent letter formation will include:
o Only one size of capital letter that reaches to the same height as the
lower-case ascender.
o No capital letter descends below the Lline.
o There are three sizes of lower-case lettering: small letters [a, ¢, e etc]
those that ascend above the small letters [ b, d, k etc] those that descend
below the line [}, g, y etc]

e Fach of the three sizes of lower-case Let’certng must be consistent in size.

In Receptton, hander’ang will be ’caught aLongsLde the letter sounds as ’cheg are
introduced in the Read, Write Inc scheme. Letter forma’cLon will be rehearsed

daLLg.
In Keg Stage One there will be a discrete handwrt’cmg lesson of no shorter than
ten minutes 3-5 times each week. Size and posL’cLon of letters will be expec’ced

in all lessons where WrL’ang s occurr'mg.

In Keg S’cage Two handerJang will be focus in each Autumn Term, when there
will be discrete handertmg lesson each week. Discrete handertmg lessons will
then be ’caugh’c to pupLLs accordmg to their spechLc needs, in order that pupLLs

with a secure Jomed handerJang stg[e may use their Leammg time produc’ctve[g.

Children LdenthLed with spechLc motor skill or f'me motor skill dechuUcLes will
be included in intervention groups to address these. For exampLe: Jimbo Fun,

Smart Moves, Dough Disco, Write Dance
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Age related expectations:

Early Years- Nursery
From DeveLopmen’c Matters Q0aI, children aged 3 to k4 years will be ’caught to:

PthLCCLL Deve[opment:

Use a comfor’cab[e grip with good control when hoLdLng pens and pencLLs.

Use one-handed tools and ecLumeenJc, for exampLe, makLng snips in paper with
scilssors.

Literacy:

Use some of their print and letter knowledge in their early writing. For example:
writing a pretend shopping list that starts at the top of the page:; write 'm’ for
mummy

Write some or all of their name.

Write some letters accurateLg.

Recep’cton
From DeveLopment Matters A0al, children in Recep’cton will be ’caugh’c to:

PhHSLCO_L Deve[opment

Deve[op the founda’ctons of a handwrttmg stg[e which s fas’c, accurate and
efftcten’c.

LLJceracg:

Form lower-case and capital letters correctly.

At the end of Reception, children are assessed against the ELG's.

Writing ELG

Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed.

Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the sounds with a
letter or letters.

PhgchaL DeveLopmen’c

Hold a penct[ effec’c'we[g in preparation for ﬂuen’c writing - using the Jcerod grip
in almost all cases.

Beg'm '{ZO ShOW accuracy and care Whel’l dl"(lWLI’lg.
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Right-handed pencil grip
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Point away the pencil,  Pinch it near the tip, Lift if off the table, Spin it round... and grip.

Left-handed pencil grip
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Point away the pencil,  Pinch it near the tip, Lift if off the table, Spin it round... and grip.
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Children will perarLLg write with pencLLs but may use a wide range of writing
tools to make marks. A wide range of paper will be used, but dee, lined paper

is used when practising handerthg spechLcaLLg. Letter formaﬂon will be pan’ced.

The S’ca’cu’corg gutdance: National curriculum in EngLandz EngLLsh programmes of
study (Updated 16 July Q0IL) states the following expectations for Key Stage
One and Key Stage Two puptls:

Year |
Pupils will be taught to:
o Sit correctly at a table, holding a pencil comfortably and correctly.
o Begin to form lower-case letters in the correct direction, starting and
fintshing in the right place.
o Form capital letters.
o Form digits 0-9.
o Understand which letters belong to which handwriting families [ie. letters

that are formed in similar wags]
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Year &
PupLLs will be ’caught to:

o Form lower-case letters of the correct size relative to one another.

o Start using some of the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join
letters and understand which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best
left unjoined.

o Write capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation and
relationship to one another and to lower-case letters.

o Use spacing between words that reﬂec’cs the size of the letters.

Year 3 and &

Pupils will be taught to:
o Use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join Lletters
and understand which letters, when adjacent to one another are best left
unjomed.
o Increase the legibility consistency and cLuaLL’cg of their handwriting, for
example by ensuring that the downstrokes of letters are parallel and
equidistant; that lines of writing are spaced sufficiently so that ascenders

and descenders of letters do not touch.

Jotned up handerthg should be be'mg used ’chroughou’c all Lndependent writing.
Handwrt’cmg should continue to be taught, with the aim of increasing the ﬂuencg
with which pupLLs are able to write down what Jcheg want to say. This, in turn,

will support their composttion and speumg.

Year 5 and 6
Pupils will be taught to write legibly fluently and with increasing speed by:
o Choosing which shape of a letter to use when given cholces and deciding,
as part of their personal style, whether or not to join specific letters.
o Choosing the writing implement that is best suited for a task.
PupLLs will understand when to use an unjomed stg[e, for exampLe when LabeLL‘mg
diagrams, writing an email address. They should be able to match their
handwriting to the given task, for example: qutck notes or a finished piece.

Although there is no foed rule, children are generaLLg expec’ced to use pen from
Year 5.
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How is hander’ang assessed?

Handerthg will be con’c'muaug assessed. through er’ang across the currtculum.
Adults will prodee supportive and constructive feedback dur’mg the writing process.
HanderJang will be repor’ced to parents Jchrough parent consultations and end of

year reports.
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