
A Parents’ Guide to Homework: Autumn 2018 
Reading, phonics, spelling and mental maths are the core skills we ask 

children to practise regularly at home. 

Reading:  
All children should be reading regularly (daily wherever possible). 

They should be reading aloud to an adult to practise fluency, expression and 
understanding. It is helpful if children can discuss their reading afterwards. Use 
what, where, why, who, how questions 
to check understanding and discuss key 
vocabulary. Ask infer questions too. 
Why do you think he acted in that way? 
 
Early readers will be on a banded book 
to ensure they are reading at a level 
which enables them to be independent 
(they can read at least 90% of the 
words). Children are regularly assessed and moved up the book band system. 
When sufficiently fluent they become a free reader. Our website gives links to 
reading lists to help direct book choices. 
www.astley.worcs.sch.uk 
 
Please record their reading in their record or diary. There are incentives in every 
class for home reading! Children are free to choose home, school, library, audio 
or online books including newspapers and magazines. We will encourage them 
to be reading at the appropriate level for their age to ensure they are challenging 
themselves. 
 
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home 

Parents can sign up to read 
online. The ebooks will also read 
aloud to children to develop 
enjoyment. At the early stages 
re-reading a book is good 
reinforcement. 

We have ‘Rapid Read’ for KS2 children who are 

not yet free readers to help catch them up. 

Please ask your teacher if you feel your child 

would benefit from using this at home. 

http://www.astley.worcs.sch.uk/
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home


Maths 
Successful mathematicians feel confident about number and place value. 
Practising number bonds and times tables helps support all other number 
work. Developing fast recall takes daily home practise.  
 
Hit the Button is an excellent tool for 
sharpening mental maths skills using 
competition. Do set challenges for your 
children. If they are really good, they 
should be aiming for 50 correct answers 
in the time allowed. 
www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-
the-button 

 
Mathsframe is a site we buy for 
children to use at home and at 
school. Children will be 
directed to games they should 
be playing to reinforce their 
home learning by their 
classteacher.  

Username: astley Password: maths2013 
https://mathsframe.co.uk/  
 
Other good games can be found on Topmarks and we will signpost children to 
appropriate games during the year. www.topmarks.co.uk 
 

Phonics 
Children learn 31 sounds in reception giving them the 
tools they need to word build for reading and spelling. 
RWInc Speed Sound books come home regularly to 

enable you to reinforce learning these 
sounds at home.  
Once these are grasped children move 
to set 2 (12 sounds) and set 3 (17 
sounds). They need to know and 
identify these sounds in words to 
successfully complete the Phonic 
Screening test in Year One. 

 
 

http://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button
http://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button
https://mathsframe.co.uk/
http://www.topmarks.co.uk/


Spelling 
There are ‘common exception word’ lists for each year group which the 
children are required to be able to spell by the end of the year. Spelling takes 
practise! We teach spelling for 15 minutes each day based on spelling rules. 
Children are tested on the CEW lists termly and based on this assessment they 
will be asked to practise learning the words they don’t yet know. Children 
should choose a method that suits them. We teach the following strategies 
over time.  Children should concentrate on 5 words a week and be able to 
write them in a dictated sentence. 



 
 
LCWC and spellingframe are two great online spelling programmes that many 
children enjoy. 
 
https://spellingframe.co.uk/ 
 
http://www.ictgames.com/mobilePage/lcwc/index.html  
 
 

https://spellingframe.co.uk/
http://www.ictgames.com/mobilePage/lcwc/index.html

